
July 8, 1951. 

f)e8r Dr. Vaughn: 

I erhauld have ~ltten to pu ~tma weeks ago, but at r?y laet oppor- 
tunity, 3 waer prapar&ng to leave Par the G.4.8. mmtinga at Chfeago, 
at Hhioh I had hopud to ferlk ti%h you at aloser range. Unfortunately, 
we d%d not arrive unU.2 afim yowr dapaaimre, 

Late in Hay, m3 F@t9lved R gmup of 10 or BO aulturse frm you, 
whloh ]I t&e ts be rapraeentatiwa of irttsrmedlate m aberrant colffom 
typ0s. They are b43g worfrad up mm, subeaquentto ~g return from an 
extended trip, but we w4.l.Z be very luoky indeed if' a small eampjs aa 
thi,le should show up any QT tsM titer-fertile strains I m looking for; 
you till obr4alnly be informad of MB. Do you have any @peck1 aoment 
an theae iaolattm? 

Cbr work cm ftzs is-olatfm of new fsrtilo ntminn is aonth&ng 
rout&nsl,pc So fat, W% haw %xe about 700, mo&ly tJqai?til oqll, 
but n nmhr OS praraco'son and a;sragmes types, and have found about 
2!j that mn be uroeeirsd with the tsater ato& d E. coli R-12. A8 I 
my haw rrvlntimad pri3tiouely, non% 6f the 8uoaeeertrl isolFlt@o 80 far 
hat33 bden d2wtp2xt PrOm typical COli in MB%4 than Ons or tW0 ohalXcte2W 
(one indole-negat&vea n couple of lactofm-nagatlw), except f%r two or 
three strt-dns of whom gmmtlo ba2wd.o~ 1 UM still very doubtful. However, 
the aapla LR a4;213 no where nemrly large amu& to draw my conclueians 
AB to the "ape&e-~poffhoif of gonetfa rsom!bimtim. Che of' the 
studantrs in my labomtory now Ime oanalueive m&demo of' recombination in 
Salr;lanelln typhimrium, and here it looko as if a peculiar norphological 
pham, probably "I.+Porm", am irrvolmd. The Salrmnslla aml co11 oystems 
do not iatwaot, md 80 far appear to dlffcr $.n a numlm of inportant 
festura0 w&luh may po0aibly aommrga with fkrthar wark. 

I wae not ole~ 3.n my mind f’rtm your lettem whether you would be in a 
poaitfun ta help m program by m~ply$ng my aon~ider&2t nuubers of lnter- 
mediate cultures inolated in your laboratory~ f take It that most of' the 
oolle&,i.on on which your papers on taxonomy mum were bawd has been disbanded. 
Xay I aok, however: abuut the prospacts that tha dfractlons of youx current 
or i'utum inveetigationa may, m a byproduct, smke it oonvenient and faasibke 
for you to supply additional. groups of' oultures for our teoto? 

Youra e5nceraly, 

Jo5ha Ledsrborg 


